CHAPTER XIX
Thiepval
The 36th Ulsters - Royal farewell - Battle of the Somme - The attack - Hanging
on - Heavy losses - The General's letter.
WHILE Carson was fighting for Ulster he had heavy news from
France. He had been the inspiration, with James Craig .the
original cause, of that 36th (Ulster) Division which had sprung
into being from the Ulster Volunteer Force. He and his friends
had raised, officered, equipped it and provided it with funds. His
correspondence from 1914 onwards shows how all ranks looked to
him as if he were still their leader. And not they alone; the War
Office fell into the habit of writing to him when they wanted
recruits or equipment. Thus we find Sir John Cowans, the
Quartermaster-General, writing to Carson on the 29th August,
1914, about clothing the soldiers "without coming to us":
" As you know permission has been given for you to raise as
many battalions as you like of the Royal Irish Rifles and the
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers but... we are very pushed in issuing
clothing for the new recruits in England and Wales and it would
be a great help to us if you could clothe your recruits in service
dress or something similar to it. .. ." Then Carson had to. help in
the recruiting. He went over again for the first Divisional Review
at Belfast on May 8th, 1915. " I am so glad you spoke those
stirring words to the populace," General Powell wrote to him on
the 19th; " they were very much to the point."
At first the troops were distributed for training at Ballykinlar,
Clandeboye, Fenner, Randalstown and other camps in the north
of Ireland. There was a sickening delay for lack of divisional
artillery, and we find some characteristic remarks on the
subject by Tim Healy. " The Ulster Force raised by Carson," he
writes, "were kept for training at Ballykinlar, Co. Down,
nearly a year in the hope that the war would be ended without
their having to go to the Front. Some Nationalists argued that